Februsry 18, 1958

Dr. L. V. Berknsr

hssoclated Universities, Ine.
Suite 1750, Coliseum Tower
10 celumbua Circle

New Yoark 19, New York

Dear Dr. Darkner:

Thank you for your encouraging ietter of the 14th. I hope yom
will forgive the too impassioned toms of ny mesmorendum; the under-
standing with whiich these views have Leen recelvsd spesls sgainst
the need fur it. I was fearful that a demonstration lunar prcbe aight
bs set off before there was time to assess wheiher my concern wzs valid
or tut. The purpert of your ledter is very licpeful ag:inst this.

There will now be the problea of a studious asssssment, waich I
have hoped might be sponsored by the Ha3. 1 understend thed o symposium
wildd Lo helc Lefore leng on thes usea of sataiiltes in blclegloal re-
soarch, and this aight furaieh the necessary farus., Thers are meny
piataible arguaenis wgaelnsd Arrhenius® usory and I do not sant to be
put in the pusition of defemiing it. I simply felt thc issue was too
important to e dlsposed of by caswl a priorl sirgument.

Curiously :nough, prcfesslionel blologlats have taken little pare
in speculations cbout exfre—~terresirlal life, Tis may huve comething
to do with the currensy of such proposals as thet vxygen is a sine qua
non for any intslligent life. We do badly neud a channel of cormunlca-
tion thzt can focus the knowlsdge anc sxperlonce of spsclalists in
several flalds on these probleas.

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Professcr of Medical Gesnetics
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